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CLAVES Program Introduction 
Unit 0 

Lesson 1 

Program 
Introduction 
Questions 

How does thinking about language help with reading and writing? 

Discussion 
Question 

Should emojis be considered a language? Should they be taught in school? 

Language 
Targets 

Vocabulary:  
Language, Vocabulary, Morphology, Syntax 
 

Morphology: Morph-, -ology 

Syntax: Parts of speech 

Lesson 1 
Objectives 

Ɣ Read a Newsela article about emojis, and discuss whether emojis should be considered a 
language. 

Ɣ Be introduced to the main linguistic constructs necessary for participating in CLAVES 
(language, vocabulary). 

Materials Teacher Students 

❏ Chart paper 
❏ CLAVES introductory Powerpoint 

❑ Student Workbook 

 
NOTE: Italicized texts can be used as guidelines for language that you can SAY to your students. 

 

Introduce 
Cycle and 

Lesson 
(5 min) 

Introduce Cycle 
Open CLAVES Intro Powerpoint. 

Ɣ SLIDE 1: Toda\ Ze¶re starting a neZ program together.  
Ɣ SLIDE 2: It is called CLAVES, which stands for Cultivating Linguistic Awareness for Voice 

and Equity in Schools.  
Ɣ SLIDE 3: ³Claves´ also means ke\s in Spanish and Latin, and in the program \ou Zill learn 

that understanding language is a key to unlocking reading and writing. For our first three 
meetings, we are going to do some introductory work so you can learn more about 
CLAVES and how it works.  
 

Introduce Lesson 
Today we will read an article that will help us think about language and we will begin to learn some 
words that are going to be used throughout CLAVES. 

 

Reading  
&  

Embedded 
Language 
(15 min) 

Activate and Build Background Knowledge 
Open SLIDE 4 of the Powerpoint. 

Ɣ What is language? What do you know about language? 
ż Jot down students¶ responses on chart paper to reference later. 

Ɣ How do you communicate (to your friends, family, etc)? 
 
Guided Reading 
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We are going to read an article about emojis. It introduces some of the pros and cons of using 
emojis to communicate. Over the next couple of lessons, we will think about whether emojis are a 
type of language. 
 
Have students silently read the Newsela article on emojis (p. 2-3 of Student Workbooks).  
Then, return to ask the following questions: 

Ɣ The article sa\s "there's a lot of prejudice against emojis.´  What does that mean? Why do 
you think there would be prejudice against emojis? 

Ɣ What does the article sa\ about emoji¶s greatest strengths? 
Ɣ What does the article say about its weaknesses? 

 
Post-Reading Discussion/Writing 

Ɣ On p. 4 of the Student Workbooks, have students take initial notes on their perspectives of 
whether emojis can be considered a language. 

 
After, facilitate a discussion about the following questions: 

Ɣ Think-Pair-Share: How do you think emojis are like a language? How do you think they 
are NOT like a language? 

 

Extended 
Language 

Work 
(15 min) 

Introduce Language Targets 
Open SLIDE 5 of CLAVES Introduction Powerpoint. 

Ɣ When we read and talk about texts in CLAVES, will have many conversations about what 
words mean. 

Ɣ We are also going to talk about language, which are words that we use to communicate 
with others. Some examples of different languages include Spanish, Japanese, 
Vietnamese, and many more. 

Ɣ Vocabulary is a set of words used in a particular language. Understanding vocabulary is a 
critical part of learning a language. 

 
Guide Extended Language Work 

Ɣ SLIDE 5: We will be working with four words as we read this text together. The words are: 
language, vocabulary, morphology and syntax.  

Ɣ SLIDE 6: Today, the two words we will talk about from this text are language and 
vocabulary. 

Ɣ SLIDES 7 - 14: Language 
ż Work through slides using the language in the Powerpoint as a guide. 
ż If students feel comfortable, encourage them to say the Spanish or Chinese words. 

Ɣ SLIDES 15 - 21: Vocabulary 
ż Work through slides using the language in the Powerpoint as a guide. 
ż If students feel comfortable, encourage them to say the Spanish or Chinese words. 

 

Wrap Up 
(1 min) 

 

Close Lesson 
Today, we learned about CLAVES, read about emojis, and began to talk about whether emojis are 
a language. We also went over some of the words that are important for CLAVES.  
 
Next time, we will read more about emojis and talk about the two other words (Morphology and 
Syntax) that are important for CLAVES. 
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For Teacher Reference 

 

Target Word Definition Spanish Translation  Mandarin and 
Cantonese 

Translations 

Context 

Language 
(noun)  

How humans 
communicate 
their thoughts 
and ideas 
using words 
that we put 
together. 

lenguaje/idioma 幼 岏 

yԃ yán 
 

崭      岏 

jyu5  jin4 
 

We use language to 
communicate with one 
another, and to 
understand each other 
better. 

Vocabulary 
(noun) 

Words that 
have 
meaning that 
we know or 
can learn 
about. 

vocabulario 
 

幜 汇 

cí huì 
 

峭  彙 

ci4 wui6 
 

In CLAVES, we study 
the vocabulary that 
shows up in the 
different texts we will be 
reading. 

Morphology 
(noun) 

The study of 
the way the 
shape of 
words can 
change when 
we add 
different word 
parts. 

morfología 
 

 形   态  学 

xíng tài xué 
 

形      態    學 

jing4 taai3 hok6 
 

In CLAVES, we study 
morphology by playing 
with different word parts 
to make changes in 
word meanings. 

Syntax 
(noun) 

The way that 
sentences 
are formed in 
reading and 
writing. 

sintáxis 
 

句 㽤 

j�  fӽ 
 

 句       㽤 

geoi3  faat3  

In CLAVES, we study 
syntax by studying 
nouns, verbs, and 
adjectives. Wwe think 
about how to 
understand and 
connect them in our 
reading and writing. 

 
 



CLA9ES PURJUDP IQWURGXFWLRQ
UniW 0

Lesson 2

PURJUDP
IQWURGXFWLRQ
QXHVWLRQV

How does thinking about language help with reading comprehension and writing proficienc\?

DLVFXVVLRQ
QXHVWLRQ

Should emojis be considered a language? Should the\ be taught in school?

LDQJXDJH
TDUJHWV

9RFDEXODU\:
Language, Vocabular\, Morpholog\, S\ntax

MRUSKRORJ\: Morph-, -olog\

S\QWD[: Parts of speech

LHVVRQ 2
OEMHFWLYHV

Ɣ Watch a video about how emojis can be considered a language.
Ɣ Be introduced to the main linguistic constructs necessar\ for participating in CLAVES

(morpholog\, s\ntax).

MDWHULDOV THDFKHU SWXGHQWV

❏ CLAVES introductor\ Powerpoint
❏ ³Emoji is the World¶s Newest Language´

video

❑ Student Workbook

NOTE: Italici]ed texts can be used as guidelines for language that \ou can SAY to \our students.

IQWURGXFH
LHVVRQ
(1 PLQ)

IQWURGXFH LHVVRQ
TRda\, Ze aUe gRiQg WR ZaWch a YideR WhaW WalkV abRXW emRji aV a laQgXage. We¶ll alVR keeS WalkiQg
abRXW ZRUdV WhaW aUe imSRUWaQW fRU CLAVES.

RHDGLQJ
&

EPEHGGHG
LDQJXDJH
(18 PLQ)

AFWLYDWH DQG BXLOG BDFNJURXQG KQRZOHGJH
Ɣ YeVWeUda\, Ze Uead abRXW emRjiV aQd VWaUWed WalkiQg abRXW ZheWheU emRjiV aUe a laQgXage.
Ɣ ThiQk abRXW Whe laQgXageV \RX VSeak aQd ZhR \RX VSeak WhRVe laQgXageV ZiWh. DR \RX

VSeak diffeUeQWl\ ZiWh famil\, fUieQdV, WeacheUV, RU Whe SUiQciSal? If \eV, hRZ dR \RX VSeak
diffeUeQWl\ WR each SeUVRQ? AQd Zh\ mighW \RX VSeak diffeUeQWl\ deSeQdiQg RQ ZhR \RX aUe
WalkiQg WR? ShRXld emRjiV be cRQVideUed RQe Rf WhRVe laQgXageV?

NOTE: These questions are designed to prompt students to start thinking about the different
languages the\ speak and the contexts in which the\ are more/less likel\ to use each language.

GXLGHG :DWFKLQJ
TRda\, Ze aUe gRiQg WR ZaWch a YideR abRXW ZheWheU emRjiV VhRXld be cRQVideUed WheiU RZQ
laQgXage.

Watch ³Emoji is the World¶s Newest Langauge _ MediaLab´ video (Available on SLIDE 46 and
SLIDE 47 of Powerpoint;
https://www.\outube.com/watch?v=Bd3ON8nq4v0&ab_channel=MediaLab, 4:42 minutes)

After watching the video, guide a discussion based on the questions below. You ma\ also include
some of \our own questions.
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Ɣ WhaW aUe VRme Rf Whe aUgXmeQWV made iQ Whe YideR WhaW VXSSRUWV Whe YieZ WhaW emRjiV
VhRXld be cRQVideUed a laQgXage?

Ɣ WhaW dR emRjiV add WR ZUiWWeQ laQgXage?
Ɣ Wh\ dReV Whe maQ iQ Whe YideR Va\ WhaW emRjiV aUe like maSV?

PRVW-9LGHR DLVFXVVLRQ/:ULWLQJ
Facilitate a discussion based on the questions below, or include some of \our own questions.

Ɣ HRZ dR emRjiV leW \RX e[SUeVV ZhR \RX aUe? DR Whe RWheU laQgXageV \RX VSeak leW \RX
e[SUeVV ZhR \RX aUe iQ diffeUeQW Za\V?

Ɣ DR \RX WhiQk \RX cRXld ZUiWe a ZhRle eVVa\ ZiWh jXVW emRjiV?
Ɣ HRZ ZRXld emRjiV be WaXghW if Whe\ ZeUe a laQgXage WaXghW iQ VchRRl? WRXld kidV haYe WR

jXVW XVe emRjiV all da\ RU cRXld Whe\ gR back aQd fRUWh beWZeeQ emRjiV aQd UegXlaU VSeech
RU We[W?

After the discussion, have students turn to p. 4 of their Student Workbooks to write initial notes
about their perspectives on emojis as language.

E[WHQGHG
LDQJXDJH

:RUN
(10 PLQ)

IQWURGXFH LDQJXDJH TDUJHWV
Open SLIDE 22 of CLAVES Introduction Powerpoint.

Ɣ SLIDE 22: LaVW Wime Ze Walked abRXW Whe ZRUdV langXage aQd YocabXlaU\. TRda\, Ze aUe
gRiQg WR Walk abRXW WZR RWheU ZRUdV, moUSholog\ aQd V\nWa[.

GXLGH E[WHQGHG LDQJXDJH :RUN
Resume CLAVES Introduction Powerpoint.

Ɣ SLIDES 23 - 30: MoUSholog\
ż MRUSKRORJ\ is the stud\ of how words are formed together from smaller parts (i.e.

prefixes and suffixes) that can be attached to root words or base words. Depending
on the combinations of how words are put together, the meaning of words can
change.

ż Work through slides using the language in the Powerpoint as a guide.
ż SLIDE 31:

Ŷ TKLQN-PDLU-SKDUH: DR \RX kQRZ hRZ WR Va\ WhiV ZRUd iQ aQRWheU
laQgXage? DR \RX kQRZ aQ\ V\QRQ\mV fRU WhiV ZRUd?

Ɣ SLIDES 32 - 42: S\nWa[
ż S\nWa[ is the stud\ of how sentences are put together with different parts of

speech (i.e. nouns, verbs, and adjectives).
ż Work through slides using the language in the Powerpoint as a guide.
ż SLIDE 43:

Ŷ TKLQN-PDLU-SKDUH: DR \RX kQRZ hRZ WR Va\ WhiV ZRUd iQ aQRWheU
laQgXage? DR \RX kQRZ aQ\ V\QRQ\mV fRU WhiV ZRUd?

:UDS US
(1 PLQ)

CORVH LHVVRQ
TRda\, Ze ZaWched a YideR abRXW ZheWheU emRjiV VhRXld be a laQgXage aQd WhRXghW mRUe abRXW
RXU RSiQiRQV RQ WhaW WRSic. We alVR leaUQed mRUe abRXW mRUShRlRg\ aQd V\QWa[, aQd diffeUeQW SaUWV
Rf VSeech. Ne[W Wime, Ze Zill haYe a diVcXVViRQ abRXW Whe TXeVWiRQ: ShRXld emRjiV be cRQVideUed a
laQgXage? If VR, VhRXld Whe\ be WaXghW iQ VchRRl?

2



FRU THDFKHU RHIHUHQFH

PDUW RI SSHHFK DHILQLWLRQ CRQWH[W

Noun A noun is a person, place,
thing, or idea

Emojis are things, so an emoji is
a QRXQ.

Verbs A verb describes an action. In the sentence, ³We caQ ZUiWe
ZiWh emRjiV´, the action word, or
the YHUE, is ³ZUiWe´, because that is
something \ou are doing.

Adjective An adjective is a word that
describes an animal, person,
thing, or thought.

In the sentence, ³We caQ ZUiWe
ZiWh fXQQ\ emRjiV´, the word
³fXQQ\´ is an DGMHFWLYH, because it
describes the noun (emojis are
funn\).

Adverb An adverb is a word used to
tell us more about a verb. It
almost alwa\s answers the
questions hRZ?, ZheQ?,
ZheUe?, hRZ RfWeQ?, and iQ
ZhaW Za\?. Words like VlRZl\,
lRXdl\, caUefXll\, TXickl\,
TXieWl\ or Vadl\ are all
examples of adverbs. Adverbs
usuall\, but not alwa\s, end in
-l\.

In the sentence, ³We caQ haSSil\
ZUiWe ZiWh emRjiV´, the word
³haSSil\´ is an DGYHUE because it
tells us more about HOW we are
writing (happil\).
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CLAVES PURJUaP IQWURdXcWLRQ
UQiW 0

LHVVRQ 3

PURJUaP
IQWURdXcWLRQ
QXeVWLRQV

HRZ GRHV WKLQNLQJ DERXW ODQJXDJH KHOS ZLWK UHDGLQJ FRPSUHKHQVLRQ DQG ZULWLQJ SURILFLHQF\?

DLVcXVVLRQ
QXeVWLRQ

SKRXOG HPRMLV EH FRQVLGHUHG D ODQJXDJH? SKRXOG WKH\ EH WDXJKW LQ VFKRRO?

LaQJXaJe
TaUJeWV

VRcabXOaU\:
LDQJXDJH, VRFDEXODU\, MRUSKRORJ\, S\QWD[

MRUSKRORJ\: MRUSK-, -RORJ\

S\QWa[: PDUWV RI VSHHFK

LeVVRQ 3
ObMecWLYe

Ɣ EQJDJH LQ FROODERUDWLYH GLVFXVVLRQV DERXW RSLQLRQV RQ ZKHWKHU HPRMLV VKRXOG EH D
ODQJXDJH, DQG ZKHWKHU LW VKRXOG EH WDXJKW LQ VFKRROV.

MaWeULaOV TeacKeU SWXdeQWV

❏ CLAVES LQWURGXFWRU\ PRZHUSRLQW ❑ SWXGHQW WRUNERRN ZLWK QRWHV IURP WKH
F\FOH

NOTE: IWDOLFL]HG WH[WV FDQ EH XVHG DV JXLGHOLQHV IRU ODQJXDJH WKDW \RX FDQ SAY WR \RXU VWXGHQWV.

IQWURdXce
LeVVRQ
(1 PLQ)

IQWURdXce LeVVRQ
OSHQ SLIDE 44 RI CLAVES LQWURGXFWRU\ PRZHUSRLQW.

Ɣ Toda\, Ze Zill haYe a diVcXVVion aboXW oXU big TXeVWionV: ShoXld emojiV be conVideUed a
langXage? If Vo, VhoXld Whe\ be WaXghW in Vchool? WhaW do \oX Whink?

Ɣ BefoUe Ze engage in oXU diVcXVVion, I am going Wo giYe \oX Wime Wo SUeSaUe foU Whe
diVcXVVion. Look oYeU Whe noWeV \oX Wook dXUing Whe SUeYioXV leVVonV, and Whink back Wo Whe
We[W and Yideo WhaW Ze Uead and ZaWched.

NOTE: GLYH VWXGHQWV DQ RSSRUWXQLW\ WR ORRN DW WKHLU PDWHULDOV DQG LQGHSHQGHQWO\ SUHSDUH IRU WKH
GLVFXVVLRQ.

DLaORJLc
ReaVRQLQJ

(25 PLQ)

ReYLeZ QRUPV:
OSHQ SLIDE 45 RI CLAVES LQWURGXFWRU\ PRZHUSRLQW.

1. I DP UHVSHFWIXO RI P\ FODVVPDWHV.
2. I OLVWHQ FDUHIXOO\ WR WKH LGHDV P\ FODVVPDWHV DUH SUHVHQWLQJ.
3. I VWLFN WR WKH WRSLF.
4. I FDQ WDON ZLWKRXW UDLVLQJ P\ KDQG.

IQLWLaWe aQd FacLOLWaWe DLVcXVVLRQ
Ɣ AOORZ VWXGHQWV WR EHJLQ GLVFXVVLQJ, WDNLQJ RSSRUWXQLWLHV ZKHQ QHHGHG WR PRGHO, SURPSW,

FODULI\, VXPPDUL]H, HQFRXUDJH, UHSHDW FHQWUDO TXHVWLRQ/SUHVHQW IROORZ-XS TXHVWLRQV,
LQWHUYHQH LI WKH GLVFXVVLRQ JRHV DVWUD\, DQG PRGHO PHWDFRJQLWLRQ WR VWLPXODWH/JXLGH WKH
GLVFXVVLRQ, LI QHHGHG.

Ɣ SHH WKH IDFLOLWDWLRQ JXLGH WDEOH EHORZ IRU LGHDV RQ KRZ WR H[WHQG WKH FRQYHUVDWLRQ.
Ɣ CORVH GLVFXVVLRQ E\ WDNLQJ D SROO RQ VWXGHQWV¶ FXUUHQW EHOLHIV RQ WKH WRSLF DIWHU GLVFXVVLQJ

WKH TXHVWLRQ WRJHWKHU.
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WUaS US
(4 PLQ)

CORVe LeVVRQ
Nice job eYeU\one! We had a gUeaW diVcXVVion aboXW Whe diffeUenW SeUVSecWiYeV on emojiV and
langXage. In WhiV c\cle, \oX alVo leaUned aboXW ZhaW CLAVES iV and SUacWiced Vome of Whe kindV of
WhingV Ze Zill do WogeWheU dXUing CLAVES. Ne[W Wime Ze Zill begin a neZ XniW on hXmanV and
naWXUe.

FRU TeacKeU ReIeUeQce

DLDORJLF RHDVRQLQJ IDFLOLWDWLRQ PRYHV

MRYe DeVcULSWLRQ E[aPSOe

PURPSW AVN VWXGHQWV WR EH PRUH H[SOLFLW LQ
WKHLU DUJXPHQWDWLRQ E\ DVNLQJ WKHP WR
VWDWH WKHLU SRVLWLRQ RU UHDVRQ, SURYLGH
HYLGHQFH, RU UHVSRQG WR D FKDOOHQJH.

IV WKHUH HYLGHQFH LQ WKH VWRU\ WKDW
VXSSRUWV ZKDW \RX DUH VD\LQJ?
CDQ DQ\RQH WKLQN RI DQRWKHU
UHDVRQ RU H[DPSOH?

AVN IRU
FODULILFDWLRQ

AVN VWXGHQWV WR FODULI\ ZKDW WKH\
PHDQ, SDUWLFXODUO\ ZKHQ WKH\ XVH
YDJXH RU LPSUHFLVH ODQJXDJH.

DR \RX PHDQ [X] RU [Y]?
DR \RX PHDQ WR VD\
[SDUDSKUDVH]«?

CKDOOHQJH PUHVHQW FRXQWHULQJ LGHDV RU LGHDV
WKDW VWXGHQWV KDYHQ¶W WKRXJKW DERXW
\HW.

SRPH SHRSOH PLJKW VD\ [JLYH D
UHDVRQ IURP WKH RSSRVLQJ YLHZ
SRLQW].
II \RX ZHUH [CHARACTER] ZRXOG
\RX«

EQFRXUDJH WR
SDUWLFLSDWH

AVN PRUH TXLHW VWXGHQWV WR FRQWULEXWH
WR WKH GLVFXVVLRQ.

CDUORV, DQ\WKLQJ WKDW \RX¶G OLNH WR
DGG KHUH?

SXPPDUL]H SXP XS SRVLWLRQV SUHVHQWHG E\
VWXGHQWV, RU GHVFULEH WKH GLVFXVVLRQ
SURFHVV.

YRX VHHP WR EH SUHWW\ PXFK VSOLW
RQ ZKHWKHU LW ZDV EDG OXFN RU D
EDG FDVH RI QHUYHV. SRPH RI \RX
EHOLHYH LW ZDV EDG OXFN, FDXVH
VRPHWLPHV WKLQJV MXVW KDSSHQ, DQG
VRPH RI \RX WKRXJKW LW ZDV QHUYHV.

FRVWHU
LQGHSHQGHQFH

EQFRXUDJH VWXGHQWV WR WDON WR HDFK
RWKHU, UDWKHU WKDQ WR DQG WKURXJK WKH
WHDFKHU.

HDQGV DUH GRZQ. LHW¶V WDON WR HDFK
RWKHU.

RHGLUHFW AVN VWXGHQWV WR FRQVLGHU GLVFXVVLRQ
TXHVWLRQ RU SUHVHQW D IROORZ XS
TXHVWLRQ.

SR LI ZH WDNH ZKDW \RX¶UH VD\LQJ,
DQG EULQJ LW EDFN WR WKH TXHVWLRQ DW
KDQG VKRXOG VKH VSHDN XS WR WKH
WHDFKHU RU VKRXOG VKH OHW LW ULGH?
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